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w Petroleum Museum 15 designed in the image of a Japanese
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hanichy Nakano, nationally known as “the Japanese o1l
king,” is one al the most well-known figures in the
history of Nitsu. In 1903 (ded jr 36). Nakane diseo
ered oil T1cld on a commevein] seale, and it was 29

yoars after his first boring for oil  Nakane Resi—
dence Museum comprises of the original luxurious house,

stare toon The first Ploor has two exhibition rocns One
faruses on the history of oil formation and its usage, while
the other displays history of oil in Mitsu  In the lobby,
¥ou can see o massive 203 of the artiwl size model of o
drilling derrick in the style of "Kazusa-hors, ™ a drilling
sk1ll based on man pewer with simple rods created with
hamboo or 1ron tubes
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The exterior of the Niitsu Muscum of Art 1s desipned in the 1mage of & steam engine, syrbnlizimg "the
Railway Tean, Nittsu " Thete 15 even g headlight over the front entrance. 1 you look the whole picture al
the building from the Botanmieal Garden side, you find a top light attached 1o the cerlipg of the atrium
Jook Tike a funpel of & steam engine

I'pon stepping into the entrance of the pusetm vou w11l be welvomed by o spatial atrium with vhalky marble
stalbease that cxtends all the way
from the eotrance hall to the
upper { ot This atrium is
occastonal 1y used for masical
concerts, drames, of ather varijous
petiormanees

With two large exhibitinn rooms, a4
publiv gallery, o lecture Dl
and an cutdnar amphithester with a
caparity of 300 audiences. this
musiun 1s destghed to peet o wide
range nl artistic scenarios. With
o permanent exhibits special
vxhibitions are planned with wide
perspect ives. St ust
traditional fine arts
Fivlds such as
tllustrations, m sub-cultures
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have been focused on

a maple garden, and 3 store rooms (Tkura®).,  These

store roums are now used as exhibition rooms for Origa-
mi, historicsl documents, and speclal exhibits respec
tively.  The gorgeous garden 1s a significant sight to
see. [t tonk over 40 years to landscape this gavden,
making etfective use of mountain form,

“Yomiji-en, © the Maple Gavden, holds over 2,000 maple
trees in 130 varteties Especially in fall, many peo-
ple come To enioy rieh autumnal Tints.
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Shiratama Watertall
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4 it . The Kanazu waterfall, comnonly called “Shiratama ho taki”
B E E & ¥ is o fine place to get relief from the heat in swmmer.  lrc

15 said this warerfall was alveady known in the early 13th
century and it was a place where mountain priesis performed
asceftie pravtice.  There are two waterlalls  the upstream
has a ISm-long drap and the dosustrean has a 7o-lang
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The Nittsu Flower Land was opened 1n 1985 Located i the
Park of Aneient Ruins and Flowers, the Floset Lond sells
seasanal [lowers and a greal variely ol products from
flower growing region, By bolding about 30 cxhibitions
ahed spec sl events year-around, the Notsa Flower Land
provides yon an ensoyable time

The Nitsu Flower Land
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MNigata Pretectural Botarical Garden
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The Nivgata Prefectural Botaneal Garden has 3 distiner Conservatories, Herb Garden, Perennial Garden, Peony
Garden, and some other gardens 10 the comadions premises (20ha) Seasonal [lowers and greenery can be
eijaved throughout the vear

Canservatories

“Trepieal Plant Dome”

The Frest Conservatory os sade the highly visible deme-shaped glasshouse of 30m an heught and 120 1n
dlameter About 4,000 stumps in 530 varjeties of plants [rem rain forests and deserts are planted with huge
tocky streteh and o waterlall sith 15m in length in the inage of Guisna Highlands in Snuth Ameries, a gnld
mine al plants You can endey misty tropieal forests anvtime of the year

The Second Conservatury “Flowers gnd Greenery Stage”

In this Second Conservatory, speeial exhibitions of flowers and greenery are held with seasonal themes.
[hese exhibitions introduce tdepth knewledye and information on the target ploants as well as presenting the
beatzy of the plants The attachod "Kater Garden” holds varicus water plants in aquariums and seme of them
are endangered species

The First Conservatnry

The Third Conservatory “Flowers and Greenery Atrium”

This ennservatory s charaterized by an “exhibition house” inside the atrium Ourside this house,
Ulewerbeds decoration patterns are propozed along with the seasonal theme while, inside this house, 1ndoor
display examplos of the plants sre shown in the Life size stage

Park Ground

Conteting o big paid, an extensive grass park sseeps away cutside the Batanical Garden Several distinct
gardens are dotted around the pond and they are connected with o pathway for a nice walk  These gardens
Ulerb Garden, Cherry Blossem Woontain, Perennial Flower Garden and vte) must delinitely bring relief for you
[rom all ansles
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A B, Bkm-long walking trail from Niitsu Akiha Park 1o the 0il Village is
called "Komoreby Walk™  This walk will direct you to several sights in
the Park of Ancient Ruins and Flowers! Panoramic Ubservatory, Camellia
Park, Azalea Park, Niitsu Museum of Art, Prefectural Batanical Garden,
and Mitss Flower Land. At 0il ¥illage, the destination, it 1s
connected to another 4. 5km long "M, Bodaijs Walkeay” which leads you to
natural forest of inu-shide trees {Chonewski' s Hornbeam trees), or 1o
“Heso-Shimizu, "
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Al the “Kanko Bussan Kan,” n souvenir shop, a variety of
regional goodies from Mitsu and the surrounding region are
sold A Japanese restaurant {Shiratsmal i1s on the second floor
where you can overlook the whole 0il Village.
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The archaeological site of the Mt. Hachiman comprises of the Mt Hachiman Ruins (late Yayol Period), and
the M. Furutsu-fachimen Burial Mound {early hafun Period) The Mt Hachiman Ruins is the northernmost
highland settlement encireled by defensive moats on the Sea of Jupan coast. To protoct the enlony from the
enemies, 1L was bullt oo the hill 30m above sea level und surrnunded by double moats.  Over 40 pit dwelling
houses, some square-shaped tonbs with ditehes around. and tombs with earthenware coffins have been
uncarthed. On the ot hand. the Mi. Furutsu-Hachiman Burial Mound, the biggest mound in Migata pref . 1
a large vound-shaped mound built on the north limit of the hill.  The southern part of this mound remains
1ts orviginal form and it ys estimated as a scallop shaped mound with 56m in diameter These ancient ruins
are con red as one of the typical archaeological sites that show the period of transition from Yayoi to
Kolun Ere was full of signtficant changes It 1s consideved people mounted down 1o live on the plain ficld
as the military tensions went low, but they constructed a burial mount for some important leaders of the
enleny on the bl where they wand 1o Tive,
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Eat thenware, stapewarc, and some other articles
excavated from the ruihs throughout Nigata pref. are
displayed with descriptions.  The update archacelogical
information 1s available as well Archaeologieal finds
are systematically orranized, preserved, and stored in
this Tacality, A variety of lectures and workshops are
held
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The Satsukl Yama Park was built in 1993 for the purpnse nf promoting the image of Niitsu arca, which covers
S0 nf Japin' s seedling product ion of rhododendron and azalea, and of the rare species as well.  Abaut

10, 000 rhodndendron and azalea trees in 150 varieties can be seen in this park The park 1s planned to be
reotganized 1n 2005






